ABSTRACT

WA=I=223 20th Century
Reid Elevator (1909)
Reid Vicinity

private

The Reid Elevator, a frame grain storage facility,
feed mill and general store located at Reid is important
as a turn of the century commercial structure built to
accormodate the needs of the surrounding agrarian community.
At the time this structure was built agriculture was a major
industry in Washington County as it is today. Wheat, an
important grain crop in the area, requires storage and pro=-
cessing centers., This elevator, built beside the Western
Maryland Railroad is typical of many such structures in the
Cumberland Valley and remains in use at present in relatively
unaltered condition., The location of a small general store
in this complex further accentuates the role of the Reid ele~-
vator in the day to day life of the nearby population.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Reid Elevator is located on the south gide of Reid Road at the Western Maryland
Railroad crossing west of the Marsh Pike at Reid in Washington County, Maryland, It
is situated on level ground beside the railroad and faces north.

The structure is a two story frame general store and feed mill, Sheathed with German
siding the building has been painted yellow, Immediately behind or south of the frame
structure are large concret silos, and the elevators, topped with a gable roof from which
extends a small square tower, also with a gable roof,

The main o front section of the building which houses the store has four over four
pane double hung windows. Some windows at the first story are flanked with pairs of
three panel shutters. All have turn of the century period trim. A one story shed
roof porch supported with chamfered square posts extends along most of the north ele-
vation which is four bays in width., This portion of the building is covered with a
hipped roof sheathed with corrugated sheet metal., Behind this is a three bay one and
a half story gable roofxsection which:coonects the front part of the building with a
three story frame structure with a hipped foof. From the apex of the roof extends a
square tower with four over four pane windows in each elewation, It also has a hipped
roof topped with a decorative lightening rod,

The building appears to be in fair to good condition and is situated on a two acre
tract, The Reid Elevator is said to have been built in 1900.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Reid Elevator, a frame grain storage facility, feed mill and general store located at
Reid is important as a turn of the century commercial structure built to accommodate the
needs of the surrounding agrarian commmity., At the time this structure was built agricule~
ture was a major industry in Washington County as it is today. Wheat, an important grain
crop in the area, requires storage and processing centers. This elevator, built beside

the Western Maryland Railroad is typical of many such structures in the Cumberland Valley
and remains in use at present in relatively unaltered condition. The location of a small
general store in this complex further accentuates the role of the Reid Elevator in the day
to day life of the nearby population,

S

1899, William B, and Howard S. Lehman purchased one acre of ground from John and
Catherine Strite and Michael and Amanda Eshelman for $200. (111/183), In 1910 Howard S.
Lehman sold his half interest in the property to William B. Lehman for $1000, This deed
described the improvements on the property as consisting of a grain elevator and a store
located west of the Washington and Pranklin Railroad (132/456)., In 1926 William B, Lehman

sold the’elevator property to J.D. Earl and Edna Grace Martin for $7500, It has remained
in the Martin family to the present.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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Washington County Historical Sites Survey . October 1976
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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